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Gator Gazette

455 24th Street  Manhattan Beach  CA  90266  310-546-8022                                    September 23, 2008

It’s a Matter of PRINCIPAL . . . From Your PrinciPAL, Rhonda Steinberg:

Let our Teachers TEACH – Avoid Classroom Interruptions

One of our main goals at Grand View is to enable teachers to teach and students to learn.  
In order to accomplish this goal we are always looking for ways we can protect the 
valuable instructional time in the classroom from unnecessary interruptions.  Parent 

requests to send a message to their student or to the teacher during the instructional day can cause a 
significant interruption of the teacher’s ability to keep a concentrated focus on instruction.  In an effort 
to cut down on classroom interruptions, we ask YOU, our parents, to help us by making every effort to 
set the day’s plans with your children BEFORE sending them off to school.  Every time a request is 
made to send a message to a student or to a teacher, the office manager must relay the message by 
calling the classroom which interrupts instruction.  These calls disrupt important lessons and tests.  
We ask you to eliminate ALL unnecessary interruptions:

Please do not call the office to relay messages during the day unless it is an emergency.

Inform your children BEFORE they come to school about how they will go home, or about who 
will pick them up.

All play dates must be arranged parent to parent BEFORE each school day.

Make sure lunch is taken care of – every day approximately ten lunches are dropped off, causing
interruptions to classroom instruction.

Try to make dental and medical appointments for AFTER school – Wednesday late afternoon is 
the perfect time.  

Recently our classes had over FIFTY interruptions in one day: ten students arrived late; nine were 
picked up early; seven were brought back to school; twelve lunches were dropped off at the counter; 
ten musical instruments were left on the counter with instructions to buzz the room to tell the child to 
retrieve it from the front office; and nine parents called with messages to tell their child a different 
method of going home.  Need I say more?

Thank you for your cooperation in helping to preserve our valuable instructional time.

Join the PTA Today:

Join today!  It costs $10 per member to join the PTA and we are asking for that amount 
plus an additional donation of $100 per child to help fund our existing programs and to 
insure the longevity of our new programs.  Any amount is welcome – large or small!  

The easiest way to join is through www.thegroupery.com.  Envelopes are available in the PTA 
workroom for those who prefer to write a check.  All families who join the PTA will receive one Grand 
View Directory.  There are prizes for classes with the most participation, so join early!  For more 
information contact Melinda Arentsen at 310-796-5750 or Arentsen@roadrunner.com. 

GET YOUR DUCKS IN A ROW WITH: The Groupery!           NEW: The Groupery Tips and Tricks

http://www.thegroupery.com/
mailto:Arentsen@roadrunner.com
http://www.gvpta.com/wp-content/uploads/groupery-campaign.pdf
http://www.grandviewlibrary.info/flyers/The_Groupery_Tips_and_Tricks.pdf


Page 2 of 6

Date Events               View 2008-09 School Calendar

SEP 23 Trash-Free Tuesday
Picture Day 

SEP 24 Walk-to-School Wednesday
PTA Town Hall Meeting for Measure BB: 6:30pm – PAC GUEST SPEAKER IDA VANDER POORTE

SEP 30 No School

OCT 1 Walk-to-School Wednesday

OCT 2 Measure BB Mira Costa High School Tour: 6:00pm – MCHS AUDITORIUM (CHILDREN WELCOME)

OCT 4/5 Hometown Fair

OCT 6 School Site Council Meeting: 3:00pm – Library 

OCT 7 Trash-Free Tuesday

OCT 8 Walk-to-School Wednesday

OCT 8-14 Barnes & Noble In-Store Book Fair – Details to Follow

Oct 9/10 No School

OCT 14 Trash-Free Tuesday
Mrs. Steinberg Special Guest Reader: 7:00pm – Barnes & Noble Manhattan Beach 

OCT 15 Walk-to-School Wednesday
First Student Council Meeting: 10:25 – Location TBD

OCT 19 Pancake Breakfast: 8:00am-11:00am – Cafeteria

OCT 20 PTA Meeting: 7:00pm – Performing Arts Center

OCT 21 Trash-Free Tuesday

OCT 22 Walk-to-School Wednesday
Special Education Task Force Meeting: 9:00am-11:00am – District Office Board Room

OCT 24 First-Annual Grand View Pumpkin Fest: 2:15pm-4:30pm – Details to Follow

OCT 28 Trash-Free Tuesday

OCT 29 Walk-to-School Wednesday

OCT 31 Halloween Parade: Approx. 8:30am-9:00am – Upper Playground

Character Counts at Grand View

http://www.manhattan.k12.ca.us/pdf/Calendars/2008-2009 APPROVED SCHOOL CALENDAR(1).pdf
http://www.gvpta.com/?page_id=165
http://www.gvpta.com/?page_id=165
http://www.gvpta.com/wp-content/uploads/old-hometown-fair-flyer.pdf
http://www.gvpta.com/wp-content/uploads/pancake-vertical-pages1.pdf
http://charactercounts.org/defsix.htm
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SCHOOL NEWS:

What’s Cookin’ in the Gator Cafe:

View the September Cafeteria Menu.
To offer feedback on menu selections contact Lena Agee lagee@manhattan.k12.ca.us. 
New lunch procedures.

Manhattan Beach Old Hometown Fair October 4th and 5th – Volunteers Needed:

We need you at the Fair!  Help with Grand View’s award-winning tri-tip sandwich 
booth.  Two hour shifts are available or help with set up or tear down.  Sign up at 
www.thegroupery.com.  For more information contact Jen Roskin at 310-546-1868 
or jenroskin@mac.com or Nicole Gasperov at 310-545-9400 or nicrod3@aol.com.  

Website Help Wanted:

The PTA is looking for a detail-oriented person to update the PTA website on a weekly basis.  
Experience updating online pages preferred but not necessary.  Training will be provided.  
Contact Pam Damarillo at pam@damarillo.com. 

Save the Date – Pancake Breakfast October 19th:

The Pancake Breakfast is a delicious annual event!  Volunteers needed to set up, clean 
up, flip pancakes, and more!  Sign up to volunteer online at www.thegroupery.com. 
Contact Beth Nicosia for more information at bethnicosia1@yahoo.com. 

In the Science Lab . . . with Mrs. Sanchez:

The Science Lab needs the following items: 25 one-pound size metal coffee cans; 25-30
paper towel tubes; 30 clean two-liter plastic soda bottles.  Drop off the items in the 
Science Lab in room C-1.  Thank you!
To volunteer during your child’s visit to the science lab contact:

Fifth grade – Annie Han: edahan@verizon.net
Fourth grade – Laura Markgraf: laura.markgraf@verizon.net
Third grade – Kim Hunt: kiminamerica@msn.com
Second grade – Christina Kahn: cqkahn@verizon.net
First grade and Kindergarten – contact your child’s teacher directly 

Space Available in the Extended Day Program:

EDP provides before and after school care for children attending our local schools.  At EDP, 
children enjoy a variety of age appropriate activities that focus on the individual needs and 
strengths of each child in a warm and nurturing environment.  For more information visit the 
Extended Day Program website or contact Susana Anton at 310-546-8022 x5453. 

Gator After School Program Fall Session:

GAP class Sound Arts begins Wednesday, September 24th.  This class ONLY 
begins this week, one week earlier than all the other classes which begin the week of 
September 29th.  Your child is confirmed in Sound Arts if your enrollment form was 
received in the school office by September 16th. Students confirmed in Sound Arts 
should report to the cafeteria tables at 1:30 on September 24th to be escorted as a 

group by GAP staff to the Performing Arts Center.  Pick up is at 3:00pm at the PAC.  Enrollment is 
now closed for Sound Arts.  You will be notified if the class was filled at the time of your application.  
Check back at www.gvpta.com for an upcoming posting of students with confirmed enrollment in 
Sound Arts and other GAP classes.  For more information contact program director 
Nancy Rosenburg at 310-376-6115 or nsrosenb@aol.com. 

* * CHECK THE LOST AND FOUND FOR ITEMS LEFT BEHIND AFTER FAMILY FUN NIGHT * *

http://www.gvpta.com/wp-content/uploads/sept-menu.pdf
mailto:lagee@manhattan.k12.ca.us
http://www.grandviewlibrary.info/flyers/Lunch_Procedures.pdf
http://www.gvpta.com/wp-content/uploads/old-hometown-fair-flyer.pdf
http://www.gvpta.com/wp-content/uploads/old-hometown-fair-flyer.pdf
http://www.thegroupery.com/
mailto:jenroskin@mac.com
mailto:nicrod3@aol.com
mailto:pam@damarillo.com
http://www.gvpta.com/wp-content/uploads/pancake-vertical-pages1.pdf
http://www.thegroupery.com/
mailto:bethnicosia1@yahoo.com
mailto:edahan@verizon.net
mailto:laura.markgraf@verizon.net
mailto:kiminamerica@msn.com
mailto:cqkahn@verizon.net
http://www.manhattan.k12.ca.us/Extended Day Program.htm
http://www.gvpta.com/
mailto:nsrosenb@aol.com
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MORE SCHOOL NEWS

Eight Days Left of Wrapping Paper Fundraiser:

There are only EIGHT days left to get your Innisbrook wrapping paper orders in! This is 
one of the top three fundraisers for Grand View and we need everyone's participation 
to make our goal. Please get your family, friends, neighbors and co-workers to order. 
Innisbrook's products are more attractive than any we have had in years, so they are 

easy to sell. You can order online at www.innisbrook.com.  Our school number is 121077. 
For more information contact Melissa Bailey at 310-545-1019 or Kaci Bathurst at 310-722-5333.  

Cub Scout Orientation:

Orientation for new Cub Scouts will be Thursday, September 25th, at 6:00pm in the 
Cafeteria.  Afterwards, join the pack meeting fun at 7:00pm. Contact Grand View 
Membership Chair Dave Gamble for more information at dgamble@farmersagent.com. 

Adventure Guides Recruitment Night:
Registration for Adventure Guides (the program formerly known as Indian Guides and 
Indian Princesses) will be Thursday, September 25th at 7:00pm in O’Donnell Hall at 
American Martyrs Church 624 15th Street, MB.  Target age is K-2 known as “Voyagers.”  
View the program calendar.  For more information contact Tom Rothstein at 310-325-
5885 x7493 or tomrothstein@ymcala.org. 

PTA Town Hall Meeting for Measure BB, Wednesday, September 24th:

Ida Vander Poorte of the school bond committee will explain Measure BB at 6:30pm in the 
Performing Arts Center.  There will be FREE child care at EDP!  The PTA will provide 
FREE pizza for the children!  There will be a separate study area for children with 

homework, and activities for those who have completed their studies.  To schedule child care contact
Susana Anton at santon@manhattan.k12.ca.us or 310-546-8022 X5453.

Measure BB Tour of Aging Mira Costa High School, Thursday, October 2nd:

See for yourself why we need to build a better Mira Costa with Measure BB!  Meet at 6:00pm 
in the MCHS Auditorium to see the school your Kindergartener, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and/or 5th 
grader will attend.  Although anyone in the Manhattan Beach community may attend, the 
October 2nd tour is especially for Grand View and Meadows families – children are 

welcome!  The MCHS facilities are tired and in dire need of upgrading to meet the needs of our future 
Mustangs.  No kidding, you will be shocked.  Once you tour Mira Costa, you will truly understand! 

Wanted – Phone Bank Volunteers for Measure BB:

Can you spare an hour or two helping to inform your friends and neighbors about how 
we can build a better Mira Costa with Measure BB without raising taxes?  Join us at the 
phone bank!  Sign up at www.thegroupery.com.  For more information contact Christie 
Stargardter at 310-343-0650 or log on to www.costayes.org. 

Revised PTA Financial Forms 2008-09:

To request reimbursement for PTA expenses use the PTA Check Request Form.
To submit cash or checks to Financial Secretary Laura Moore use the PTA Cash Verification Form.
Cash Verification Form – Excel Version.

Fourth and Fifth Grade Lunchtime Book Club:

The first selection of the year is The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo.  The 
Manhattan Beach Public Library will have extra copies available for check out and 
paperback copies will be available (soon) for purchase at school.  For more information 
contact Irene White: irenewhite81@verizon.net or Jan Dunbar: jbdunbar2@verizon.net. 

http://www.innisbrook.com/
mailto:dgamble@farmersagent.com
http://www.grandviewlibrary.info/flyers/Adventure_Guides_Registration.pdf
http://www.grandviewlibrary.info/flyers/Adventure_Guides_Program_Calendar.pdf
mailto:tomrothstein@ymcala.org
http://www.gvpta.com/?page_id=165
mailto:santon@manhattan.k12.ca.us
http://www.costayes.org/
http://grandviewlibrary.info/flyers/Measure_BB_Phone_Bank.pdf
http://grandviewlibrary.info/flyers/Measure_BB_Phone_Bank.pdf
http://www.thegroupery.com/
http://www.costayes.org/
http://www.gvpta.com/wp-content/uploads/pta-check-request-form-6.pdf
http://www.gvpta.com/wp-content/uploads/cash-verification-form-sept2008.pdf
http://www.gvpta.com/wp-content/uploads/pta-cash-verification-form.xls
http://www.katedicamillo.com/
mailto:irenewhite81@verizon.net
mailto:jbdunbar2@verizon.net
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MORE SCHOOL NEWS:

First Scrip Monthly Standing Order Coming October 7th:

Submit a Monthly Standing Order (MSO) during the Back to School Scrip MSO 
Contest to earn money for your child’s teacher to spend on classroom supplies.  
Here’s how: the PTA will award $100 for supplies to the classroom with the highest 
percentage of MSOs in each grade.  Each classroom that reaches 100% MSO 

participation will receive $100 for supplies.  MSOs placed since August 23rd count towards this 
contest which ends October 31st.  MSOs are filled and delivered the first Tuesday of every month 
beginning October 7th.  To place or pick up an order, visit the Scrip table every Tuesday and 
Thursday outside the school office from 8:00am to 9:00am and every Friday at the lunch tables from 
2:00pm to 3:15pm.  Order Scrip Online 24/7.  

For more information contact Michelle Cormack at mratchley@aol.com or 310-802-1978.

Vons Receipts Earn Cash for Grand View:

Now through October 6th, drop off your Vons register receipts in the box in the PTA 
room or at the Scrip table and our PTA will earn 10% of the purchase price of 
participating products during this back to school promotion.

Manhattan Village Mall Receipts Earn Cash for Grand View:

Our school can earn a share of $7,500 when we save receipts from any store in 
the Manhattan Village Mall (including Fry’s, Pacific Theatres, Ralphs, CVS, and all 
the restaurants).  We receive five points for every dollar spent now until April 30, 
2009 – ten points for receipts logged in September!  And, if you sign up for ePerks 
at www.shopmanhattanvillage.com, not only will Grand View receive 1,000 bonus 

points, but you will receive free movie tickets, special store offers, and more!  Turn in your receipts to 
the concierge at the mall, or put them in the collection box in the PTA room at school.  For more 
information contact Juliet Brown at wendellbrown@verizon.net. 

Watering Volunteers Needed:

How would you like to take part in beautifying our campus? We need volunteers to 
spend ten minutes a week watering a few of the newly planted pots around the school. 
It is a quick and fun way to contribute to the upkeep of the school and a way to spend a 
bit of time out in the fresh air.  Make it a family project and take pride in a school pot.  
Contact Julie Tendoesschate at julie@bancap.com.  

Planet Pals Earth Tips:

TAKE A STEP: USE WRAPPING PAPER THAT IS 100% RECYCLED AND RECYCLABLE

Our school’s wrapping paper fundraiser is happening now and you can support it guilt-free!  
Innisbrook prints nearly all of its wrap on recycled paper.  The water-based, earth-friendly 
inks are applied with a computer controlled process to minimize waste.  All catalogs and 

shipping boxes are made of recycled paper.  Only recycled pallets are used during shipping.  You can 
be environmentally friendly while supporting the wonderful programs that the Innisbrook fundraiser 
makes possible.

First Trash-Free Tuesday Sets a Record:

Grand View hit a milestone that makes us extremely proud.  At the roll-out of this year's 
Trash-Free Tuesday, our school generated only THREE bags of trash for over 700 
students! Two years ago, Grand View tossed FORTY bags of trash PER DAY during 
lunch.  Thank you to the volunteers who help stack trays, recycle, and compost on 

Tuesdays, and to all who pack trash-free lunches on Tuesdays and everyday.  Way to go Gators!

http://www.gvpta.com/?page_id=5
mailto:mratchley@aol.com
https://outlook.mbusd.org/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.shopmanhattanvillage.com
mailto:wendellbrown@verizon.net
mailto:julie@bancap.com
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GATORS CARE AND SHARE . . . 
COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:
Hometown Fair Kid Country Needs Help:

Contact Bob Bohner to help with the games, rides, 
and activities of Kid Country, a staple at the Hometown 
Fair: 310-798-3725.

Lunches with Love October 19th:

The folks at Super Sports in the Manhattan 
Village Mall need your help to reach their 
goal of serving 14,000 lunches in 2008 to 
homeless people through the grassroots 

project Lunches with Love.  The next food drop is
Sunday, October 19th.

Fundraiser to Benefit Stricken Officer 
October 25th:
Help Manhattan Beach Police Officer 
Mark Vasquez in his valiant battle against 
multiple myeloma with a night of bowling 

and silent auction fun at Lucky Strike Lanes.  In the 
meantime, consider contributing to the donation jar in 
the front office.

Old Towels Comfort Homeless Pets:

Second grade teacher Valerie Ellis is 
collecting old towels for local cat and dog 
rescue organizations.  Drop them off at the 
Grand View office.  Thanks!

MUSTANG MINUTE:
Yes on Measure BB!
Log on to www.costayes.org for 
information about Measure BB.  
Contact Christie Stargardter at 
cstargardter@yahoo.com to volunteer 
with the Measure BB phone bank.

GATOR GAZETTE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:
Submit items for consideration to: 
Heidi Snively:
hsnively@manhattan.k12.ca.us
310-546-8022 x5404  
Include contact information.  
Items may be edited for clarity and/or length.  
Items must be received by noon on Thursday. 

Gator Gazette and Tuesday Envelope Archives

Once a Gator, Always a Gator:

Many families elect to receive postings 
from gvpta.com after their children leave 
Grand View in order to stay in touch.  

Wonderful!  To unsubscribe from gvpta.com send an 
email to Lisa Rieg at lisarieg@verizon.net.  Contact Lisa 
Rieg to sign up to receive postings from gvpta.com. 

ALL AROUND THE TOWN :

Dietz Bros. Music Supports MBEF: 
A percentage of instrument rentals and some sales will 
be donated to MBEF every Wednesday in September 
by Dietz Bros. Music.  

Be Nice to Spiders:
The Natural History Museum's annual Spider Pavilion
runs September 21st-November 2nd.

Peter and the Wolf at Disney Concert Hall:
Designed especially for families, the Symphonies for 
Youth series on Saturday mornings makes the 
experience of symphonic music come alive for children 
ages 5-11.  An hour before each concert, there are 
activities for children. September 27th and October 4th.

Performing Books:
The first of four Performing Books performances at the 
Downtown Central Library will be September 27th.  
Admission is free.

Walking with Dinosaurs:
Travel with paleontologists as they tell stories about 
the majestic creatures that once roamed our Earth. 
Walking with the Dinosaurs – Staples Center 
September 25th-28th.  

Wild Ocean 3-D: 
California Science Center IMAX on September 28th.  
For more information see QuikSCience.

Metlox Music and Art Sunday Series:

Enjoy music and art at the Metlox Music 
and Art Sunday Series every Sunday 
until November 2nd from 2:00pm-

4:00pm.  Local artists exhibit from noon-5:00pm.  The 
program is not scheduled on the weekend of the 
Hometown Fair.

Mayor’s Coffee: 
Meet informally with Manhattan Beach Mayor Richard 
Montgomery every first and third Monday.  For more 
information see Coffee Dialogue.

Saving Trees One Flyer at a Time:

In accordance with Grand View’s 
push for environmental awareness 
and conservation, the City of 
Manhattan Beach will no longer send 

paper flyers to school.  To receive e-news from the city 
about upcoming events, classes and activities sign up 
with www.citymb.info. 

http://www.grandviewlibrary.info/flyers/Lunches_with_love.pdf
http://www.gvpta.com/wp-content/uploads/officer-vasquez-cancer-fundraiser.pdf
http://www.gvpta.com/wp-content/uploads/officer-vasquez-cancer-fundraiser.pdf
http://www.gvpta.com/wp-content/uploads/bbbondflyer.pdf
http://www.costayes.org/
mailto:cstargardter@yahoo.com
http://www.grandviewlibrary.info/flyers/Measure_BB_Phone_Bank.pdf
mailto:hsnively@manhattan.k12.ca.us
http://www.gvpta.com/?page_id=797
http://www.gvpta.com/wp-content/uploads/gator-gazette-04-22-08.pdf
mailto:lisarieg@verizon.net
http://www.grandviewlibrary.info/flyers/Dietz_MBEF.pdf
http://www.nhm.org/exhibitions/spiders/
http://www.laphil.com/education/toyota_series.cfm
http://www.laphil.com/education/toyota_series.cfm
http://www.musiccenter.org/events/performingbooks.html
http://www.gvpta.com/wp-content/uploads/walking-with-dinosaurs.pdf
http://www.grandviewlibrary.info/flyers/QuikSCience.htm
http://www.ci.manhattan-beach.ca.us/Index.aspx?page=1406
http://www.ci.manhattan-beach.ca.us/Index.aspx?page=1406
http://www.citymb.info/Index.aspx?page=35&recordid=5108
http://www.citymb.info/


Join the Grand View PTA Today! 
 
The PTA supports many programs our children enjoy at Grand View – and we need to 
raise lots of money to support them! These programs  include: Visual and performing 
arts, Technology, school wide programs, Library, Science Lab, Young at Art, Teacher’s 
supplies, Sports & Recess, the directory, field trips, artists in residence, special projects 
and facility improvements – just to name a few! 
 

• It costs $10 per parent member to join the PTA.  

• We are also asking for an additional donation of $100 per child to help fund 
all our existing programs and to ensure the longevity of our new ones. If this 
is beyond your means, any amount is welcome.  

• If you can do nothing else, we ask that you simply join the Grand View PTA 
for the minimum $10.00 per parent. We are aiming for 100 % participation. 

• All families who join the PTA will receive one Grand View Directory. 

• The first class with 100% participation in the PTA will receive $100 for their 
teacher to spend on classroom supplies. All classes reaching 100% will 
receive $50!! 

 
If nothing else, please simply join the Grand View PTA at $10.00 per parent today.  
 
You can join and pay online at http://www.thegroupery.com. If you would prefer to write 
a check to join the PTA, envelopes are available in the PTA workroom today! 
 
Questions? Contact Melinda Arentsen 310-796-5750 or Arentsen@roadrunner.com
 
 
 

 

http://www.thegroupery.com/
mailto:Arentsen@roadrunner.com



